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  Message from the President, Carol Redekopp 

As we enter the Christmas season, I am enjoying listening to Christmas car-
ols, and as I watch the snow falling steadily outside, it is a good time to reflect 
back over the past year.  I am thankful for the opportunities to play with our 
dogs, to spend time outdoors enjoying the sunshine as I sit on a bucket, or 
joining with friends to encourage and empathize with each other as we seek to 
communicate with our 4-footed partners.  
 
Although I would love to have the time to go south and train - the unique op-
portunity we have in our "northern zone" during the winter is to take time to go 
back to working on foundation skills with our dogs, and to spend time learning 
from the many experts out there. Anne Everett has generously provided us 
with an article of winter training tips and resources that you will find later in this 
newsletter.   
 
The Upper Island Retriever Club had a busy year in 2022.  We began the year 

with a series of 6 mock hunt tests (2 at each level).  We also hosted a 1-day WC/I/X test; our traditional 2-day 
Hunt Test (JH/SH/MH), a 2-day Hunt Test in September (MH only) and a 3-day field trial at the end of Septem-
ber.  The year ended with an Upland Day at French Creek Farm hosted in combination with the Hidden Valley 
Conservation Club.  It has been very encouraging to see new people step up to take on some of the responsi-
bilities for these events - including chair persons, secretaries and head marshals, as well as new club members 
entering the judging ranks.    
 
We had two classes this fall that were taught by club members - a Beginner Field Class taught by Catherine 
Preece and Heidi Reinhold, and an Upland Class taught by Kim Chester. Both classes were well attended and 
appreciated by handlers and dogs alike. Please check out the photos later in this issue.  
 
I would also like to recognize the Swamp Dog Property owners who have spent much time, energy and money 
into maintaining Swamp Dog Farm - Barb, Kathy and Danette & Brad. Thanks to each of you – we are privi-
leged to have the use of your property. I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to sever-
al people who work very much behind the scenes, but whom without we would not be able to hold our tests – 
the people who are responsible for looking after the birds and equipment. Peter Lavallee has taken responsibil-
ity for our club equipment trailer for many years (including delivering it to and picking it up after most of our 
events) and Stephen Yezerinac and Brant Roche have stepped up to assist with organization and maintenance 
when Peter has been unavailable. Bob & Anne Everett have taken much of the responsibility in combination 
with Barb Loree for ensuring a supply of ducks for our hunt tests and Lorne Parker and Kevin Ashfield have 
done the same for the field trial. Thanks to each one of you.  
 
I am looking forward to the upcoming training and learning opportunities for 2023. We have a series of mock 
hunt test planned and our traditional July Hunt test - stay tuned for other opportunities that are still in the plan-
ning stages.  

Thank you again to each of you for a successful and very satisfying year. 
As President, one of the most rewarding aspects of this position is to watch people have success with their 
dogs. The smile when a new handler as just passed their first JH or WC test is hard to match!  It is easy as 
handlers to see the successes that are measured in ribbons or qualifying/passes or placements; however, as I 
am becoming more experienced as a trainer, I have realized that many of the most meaningful successes are 
not those that are measured by ribbons, but in the steps to achieve those goals. These steps may not be as 
obvious, but are often equally satisfying: the first retrieve to hand, the first whistle stop, that first cast off a point, 
the first channel blind, a noisy dog being quiet on line, precise team work on line, not head-swinging, not pop-
ping on a blind, a clean delivery, a beautiful quarter, being steady to flush and shot, a successful retrieve of a 
retired short or punch bird memory mark, or a well-handled, difficult water blind. The list goes on and on, but I 
would encourage you to take note and celebrate those successes both with your own dog and with your train-
ing partners and their dogs and to enjoy the process of working towards your goals.   

 

UIRC 2022 Club Member Volunteers 

MOCK HUNT TESTS 

MH Mock Tests - Alan Parkinson & Anne Everett; Lorne Steed & Dave Thompson 
SH Mock Tests - Kim Chester & Cathereine Preece; Sylvia Lawson & Carol Redekopp 

JH Mock Tests - Catherine Preece & Celine Calahoo; Judy Teskey & Anne Everett 
 

WC/I/X TEST 
Chair - Catherine Preece; Secretary - Marni Stanger;  Head Marshal - Sandy Franceshini; Marshals – Heidi 

Reinhold, Anne Calvert, Francine Shaver; Lunches – Nicole Ryan; Parking – Aldean Riddy; Equipment – Ste-
phen Yezerinac, Bob Everett & Judy Teskey;  Birds – Catherine Preece;   Judges – Judy Teskey, Braden 

Gierc, Lorne Parker,  Stephen Yezerinac, Lorne Steed & Carol Redekopp; 
 

JULY HUNT TESTS 
Chair - Anne Everett; Head Marshal/Secretary - Carol Redekopp; Secretary/Ribbons on Day - Catherine Hall; 
Marshals - Heidi Reinhold, Nicole Ryan, Kim Chester, Shauna Reid, John Costello, Judy Teskey; Lunches – 
Catherine Preece; Parking - Aldean Riddy;   Equipment - Peter Lavallee & Stephen Yezerinac;   Birds - Anne 

Everett; Judges - Dave Thompson, Braden Gierc, Bryan Kemper, Celine Calahoo, Lorne Steed; Volunteer 
Gunner - Alan Parkinson;  

 
SEPTEMBER HUNT TEST 

Chair - Anne Everet; Secretary - Marni Stanger; Marshals - Shauna Reid & Nicole Ryan; Lunches – Heidi Rein-
hold; Equipment – Peter Lavallee; Birds – Anne Everett; Judges - Dave Thompson, Lorne Steed; Volunteer 

Gunner – Alan Parkinson; 
 

SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIAL 
Chair – Lorne Parker; Secretary – Linda Page; Equipment/Birds – Lorne Parker, Kevin Ashfield, Gary Harrison 
& Bill Pearson; Marshals – Al Lanigan, Sheila Kenny, Anne Everett, Judy Teskey, Carol Redekopp; Volunteer 

Gunner – Alan Parkinson; Hospitality and Lunches/Snacks – Lynne Johnson, Linda Page, Nolan Wannop, 
Lorne’s family, Kevin Ashfield;  

Judges- Mark Roberts, Lynne Johnson  



UIRC Upland Hunt Day 



Barb Loree 



 

Winter Training 
 

By Anne Everett 
 

As winter closes in, training days can seem to 
become less of a priority as spring and summer 
tests seem far away. However, winter is the 
perfect time to address issues that may have 
cropped up during hunt tests of field trials 
towards the end of the season or in your 
training.  
 
A good way to develop a winter training plan is 
to think back on how your dog performed in the 
last few tests of the season he or she ran. Did 
your dog creep? Was it vocal on line? How were 
the initial lines on marks and blinds? Was your 
dog turning with you on line? How were its 
blinds? These are only a  few of the countless 
questions you can ask yourself after the season 
is over.  The answers to these questions will 
provide you with a frame work for a winter 
training plan. 
 
I personally like winter training. The colder 
weather is mother natures way of slowing us 
down. The urgency of the summer season is 
behind us and we have time to work on any 
problems or challenges we may face with our 
dogs.  The first thing to do is to decide whether 
you have a challenge or a problem. Dennis Voigt 
defines a problem as something that prevents 
your dog from progressing. An example of this 
would be not sitting on a whistle. A challenge is 

something that has been taught but needs to be 
cleaned up. An example being a loopy sit. A no 
sit would be dealt with differently than a loopy 
sit. In short, are you dealing with a lack of  
understanding or a lack of effort?  
 
Once you have figured out what you need to 
work on, plus whether it is a challenge or a 
problem, then you will have a training plan. An 
example of this process would be a young 
Senior dog that has a loopy whistle sit. You 
noticed in the last couple of Senior tests that 
he/she started making a wide turn before 
sitting when you blew the whistle. Now would 
be a good time to incorporate some drills in 
your program that will address that particular 
issue. Another issue might be scalloping back on 
angle back or over casts.  
 
Here are some drills the may be of assistance in 
resolving some of the more common issues that 
occur after running HT or FT’s. Most of these 
can be found on You Tube. 
 

Loopy sits - come in drill (Dennis Voigt) 
 
Scalloping on casts - split drill (Dennis Voigt) , 
definitive casting drill (Evan Graham) 
 
Lining issues - wagon wheel (Mike Lardy), 5 
legged lining pattern (D.L. Walters), bird boy 
drill (Evan Graham) 
 
Poison birds - poison bird drill (Dennis Voigt) 
 
There is  no substitute for reading and 
educating yourself.  Dennis Voigt has a series of 
publications available, just Google Retrievers 
Online. Evan Graham and Mike Lardy have an 
internet presence and books/articles available 
for sale. Unfortunately D.L. Walters does not. 
His book Training Retrievers to Handle is in my 
opinion the best book on the subject I have ever 
read and figures prominently in my training. If 
you can find a copy, grab it. 
 
Happy Christmas everyone and may your winter 
training rock! 
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UIRC’s Upland Quartering Class of 2022! 

UIRC CLASSES 



SAVE THE DATE! 



How to Plan a Successful Training Day 

                                                   by Anne Everett 

  

 Does this sound familiar? You drive up to the training area to meet your 

group. Everyone gathers around. “So, what do you want to do?” “I dunno, 

what do you want to do?” “Well, I dunno – maybe a double?” Your group 

then sets up a double; everyone runs it and then goes home, with dogs 

that haven’t learned much of anything at all.  

So, how do you prevent the “I dunno syndrome” and maximize the poten-

tial of your training time? First of all you need a Plan. Training a dog for 

fieldwork is teaching a logical progression of skills that a dog needs to 

know to be successful. For a young pup 4-8 months old a Plan for pro-

gression might be as follows: 1) basic obedience, 2) force fetch, 3) basic 

singles drills, 4) basic doubles drills 5) beginning handling drills. For an 

older dog, your Plan might be to advance marking or handling skills using 

specific drills and set-ups. To begin organizing your Plan, put your goals 

for your dog over the next year on paper. If your goal is a JH, HR or SH, 

write down the skills your dog needs to get there. Once you have the 

skills written down, break them down into teaching steps and you have a 

Plan. If you follow that Plan conscientiously, then you will make progress 

towards and eventually reach your goals. 

  

Use the same Plan when attending club-training days. Look at the set-

ups bring offered and run your dog(s) on the part of them that fits in with 

your Plan. Don’t put your dog in situations that they are unable to cope 

with because they don’t have the skills yet. Dogs hate to be wrong and 

failure is hard on a dog. Try to avoid “testing” your dog – the “let’s see if 

he can do it” syndrome – and stay in a training mindset. 

  

Enjoy your training sessions and may everyone reach his or 

her goals this year! 



IN THE RIBBONS! UIRC MEMBERS AND THEIR DOGS 


