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President’s Message  

 

 

As I look back on this past year, I am so thankful that 
retriever training is part of my life. In spite of the stress of 
COVID-19, the days and evenings spent either on my own 
with my dog, or out with training partners were one of the 
highlights of my day or week, and helped to keep life in 
perspective.  

 Our Zoom AGM in March was a new  venue for us, and 
thanks for your patience as we worked at making this 
technology work for us. This years’ AGM will also be by 
Zoom on January 27th; please stay tuned for detailed 
information.  

2021 was a busy year for the Upper Island Retriever Club.  We began the  year with a 
beginner’s class as well as a force fetch class and then tried a new format for training days 
with a series of 4 mock tests—MH, SH, JH and WC/I/X. The feedback we received in regards 
to these was very positive, so we are planning to do this format again this year.   

Our club held two main trial events in 2021, a very successful 2-day hunt test and 3-day 
field trial.  Thanks to each of you who stepped up to volunteer in any capacity. A huge thank 
you to the judges who took time away from running their own dogs to judge for us.  

Events that are planned for this year include: co-hosting the 2022 Mitch White seminar with 
Swamp Dog Farm,  our annual 2-day July Hunt Test, a 1-day WC/I/X  in coordination with the 
Pacific Rim Retriever Club/Lab Specialty 1 day WC, a 2-day MH only hunt test  in early 
September and a 3-day field trial in late September.   

This newsletter  has mainly photos from the past,  so I would encourage the  photographers 
among us to take your camera to our events and we would love to post your photos  either 
on our website or put them in a newsletter.  

Please check out the training article by Anne Everett in this issue of the newsletter, and take 
at look at our website for other resources.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for being part of the club and 
your support and contributions. As always please do not hesitate to contact any of your 

executive members with any question or comments.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  
July 
27-
29 - UIRC Hunt Test -   

 

 

Saturday, February 12th—MH Mock Test 

Saturday, February 26th—SH Mock Test 

Saturday, March 12th—JH Mock Test 

Saturday, March 26th—MH Mock Test 

Saturday, April 9th—SH Mock Test 

Saturday, April 23rd—JH Mock Test 

Wednesday p.m., May 18th—MH Mock Test 

Wednesday p.m, June 1st—SH Mock Test 

Wednesday, pm—June 22nd—WC/I/X Mock Test 

 

Wednesday, July 13th—JH Mock Test 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 27th @ 7:00 p.m.—ZOOM  AGM 

September 3 & 4—CKC UIRC Hunt Test (MH only) 

July 23 & 24— CKC UIRC Hunt Test ( JH/SH/MH 

Late June/Early July—one day WC/I/X test 

late September—CKC UIRC Field Trial (O, O, J/Q) 

The above is a list of UIRC Proposed events.  Dates are weather dependent.  

If you are interested in assisting with any of the above events, please contact : 

Carol Redekopp at carolot@shaw.ca or 250-650-5909.  

2022 UIRC UPCOMING EVENTS 

*        *        *        *        * 



 

  

 

“Your dog needs to know the rules and what to expect. It is 

unfair to correct one day for a reason and ignore the same 

reason the next day. That doesn’t mean that you always 

correct with the same level of intensity or aversiveness. On 

some days your dog will be far more touchy because of 

history, yesterday’s sequence or even an earlier exercise 

that day. No dog can take day after day of heavy 

correction and maintain attitude.  

 

A dog also has to understand “why” he is being corrected. 

Without that, it’s hard to give the correct response! As I 

have often said, “It doesn’t matter what you think the 

correction is for, but what the dog thinks the correction is 

for.” A good example that I have seen often is the dog that 

is corrected for a cast refusal near a gunner. The handler 

is thinking poor casting. The dog is thinking, “I shouldn’t 

be near that gunner if I want to stay out of trouble!” Later, 

we shake our heads wondering why the dog is flaring 

gunners or bolting out of an area of fall after a short hunt! 

“ 

 

UIRC EXECUTIVE  

President—Carol Redekopp - carolot@shaw.ca 

Vice-President—Catherine Preece—glainddu@gmail.com 

Secretary—Anne Everett - headsupkennels@gmail.com 

Treasurer—Heidi Reinhold—heidireinhold@yahoo.ca 
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Winter Training 

 
By Anne Everett 

 
As winter closes in, training days can seem to become less of a priority as spring and summer tests 
seem far away. However, winter is the perfect time to address issues that may have cropped up during 
hunt tests or field trials towards the end of the season or in your training.  
 
A good way to develop a winter training plan is to think back on how your dog performed in the last 
few tests of the season he or she ran. Did your dog creep? Was it vocal on line? How were the initial 
lines on marks and blinds? Was your dog turning with you on line? How were its blinds? These are only 
a  few of the countless questions you can ask yourself after the season is over.  The answers to these 
questions will provide you with a frame work for a winter training plan. 
 
I personally like winter training. The colder weather is mother natures way of slowing us down. The 
urgency of the summer season is behind us and we have time to work on any problems or challenges 
we may face with our dogs.  The first thing to do is to decide whether you have a challenge or a 
problem. Dennis Voigt defines a problem as something that prevents your dog from progressing. An 
example of this would be not sitting on a whistle. A challenge is something that has been taught but 
needs to be cleaned up. An example being a loopy sit. A no sit would be dealt with differently than a 
loopy sit. In short, are you dealing with a lack of  understanding or a lack of effort?  
 
Once you have figured out what you need to work on, plus whether it is a challenge or a problem, 
then you will have a training plan. An example of this process would be a young Senior dog that has a 
loopy whistle sit. You noticed in the last couple of Senior tests that he/she started making a wide turn 
before sitting when you blew the whistle. Now would be a good time to incorporate some drills in your 
program that will address that particular issue. Another issue might be scalloping back on angle back 
or over casts.  
 
Here are some drills the may be of assistance in resolving some of the more common issues that occur 
after running HT or FT’s. Most of these can be found on You Tube. 
 
Loopy sits - Come In Drill  (Dennis Voigt) 
 
Scalloping on casts - Split Drill (Dennis Voigt) , Definitive Casting Drill (Evan Graham) 
 
Lining issues - Wagon Wheel (Mike Lardy), 5 legged lining pattern (D.L. Walters), Bird Boy Drill (Evan 
Graham) 
 
Poison birds - Poison Bird Drill (Dennis Voigt) 
 
There is no substitute for reading and educating yourself.  Dennis Voigt has a series of publications 
available, just Google “Retrievers Online”. Evan Graham and Mike Lardy have an internet presence 
and books/articles & DVD’s available for sale. Unfortunately D.L. Walters does not. His book Training 
Retrievers to Handle is in my opinion the best book on the subject I have ever read and figures 
prominently in my training. If you can find a copy, grab it. 
 

Happy Christmas everyone and may your winter training rock! 

  



  

As an executive, the decision was made to try a series of  “mock” hunt/WC tests this past 

year.  It was recognized that stepping up to a new level can be intimidating to 

inexperienced handlers, and that the chance to run dogs at the next level can be very 

beneficial.  The format was simple and helped to target training at a specific level. We are 

also hoping that this will give members a chance to gain experience in different aspects of 

coordinating hunt/WC tests with the support and resources of the club executive.  The 

session can be coordinated by one or two people, but there are a number of 

responsibilities that can be delegated, and it is the expectation that all handlers present 

will volunteer their help for the duration of the event.  
 

Responsibilities/Duties include: 

 Deciding on location of marks/blinds prior to test day with fellow “judge” 

 Arranging for transport of club trailer to/from  SDF 

 Arranging for club electronics /radios if needed 

 Arranging for participants who can “man the line” for a portion of the day 

 Coordinating rotation of marshals/gunners/running order among participants 

 Putting equipment back in trailer in good order 

 Cleaning/bleaching buckets 

 Disposing of birds 

The purpose of these evenings is to give participants and their dogs a chance to       

practice the mechanics of running their  dog at a certain level, while still using any of their 

training equipment.  These training sessions are not meant to be a time to do problem-

solving and it is not the intention that those running the line will be providing training 

advice, but rather facilitating the smooth running of the day/evening.  

*     *     *     *     * 

We are hoping to do 2 or 3 mock tests at each level, but will need club members to assist 

with coordinating them in order to make it a go.  

If there is a duty or level that you are interested in assisting with,  

please contact Carol Redekopp at 250-650-5909 or carolot@shaw.ca 

MOCK HUNT /WORKING CERTIFICATE TEST FORMAT 
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